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William Penn’s

Their Patriotic Activities Range From E

Feeding American Soldiers En Route at
Local Railroad Stations to Conducting

Daqghteré Rally Valiantly to the

-
Canteens in Faraway Flanders :
By [rances Fisher Byers | #n route for a Southern camp, and that
| 200 stevedores would pass throu

T 4 & &h

aries. er 'hn?‘.. ftT!"'l' persenal| three hours later from Fortress Mon-
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ree. the chronicle of events during our |
¢ » world demoerncy, faith-| had had nothing to eat since the day
_ the women of this| before at noon,
suntry in the daily filea of their great | told our women that the men were get-
tions, snd revealed by |ting very restless and hard to manage,
nee between men and|and that they eould not express fully
cobperating in sl"rvsr-".l
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relfare organ

vhe eorrespond

wamen Who RTe
by end historiana |

with a valuable store of information.

will supply noveiists

The women of Philadelphla, always
noted for their efficiency in progressive
movements, are mow proving their abil-

unit met the first train, which
proved to be taken up entirely by ofi.
cers. They were supplied with ginger
sle and sandwiches, as they said they
did not need any heartier food. Two
hours later the stevedore train came
in, with 400 men instead of 200, who

Theo officers in charge

their appreciation of the Hed Cross
canteen unit for feeding them

All Parts of City
Ready to Respond

“September —, two days later: Unit

v glong new lines of service and set- {No. 8, Mount Airy Ta suburb’. The chair-

ng the country an example of practi-
-al work for the army and navy.

The following report by Mrs, George
W, Childs Drexel, selected st random
rrom several hundred of like character,
s & s'mple, unvarnished statement of
work sccomplished by a few of the
many units of women she has organized
inte & canteen service numbering three

| fied and was

M. Osler, had been noti-
prepared to feed ninety
men of the hozpital unit from Sea Girt,
who would psss through the ecity en
route for Camp — —, and two hours later
150 men of the Signal Corps. The 150
arrived first; it was a distressing situa-
tion. The men said they wers wery
hungry. Mrs. Ozler gent out & eall for

man, Mrs. E.

-

N
-agd 8
ok £ ij

engaged in war relief,

Willis Martin.

treme vight, with a group of

Mrs. Drexel's organization is the most efficient canteen service in the country.

Mrs. George W. C. Drexel, head of the canteen service of the Pennsylvania Red Cross, ex-
her workers at the headquarters in her town house, Philadelphia.

Three thou-

rand women in units of 100 are prepared to feed several hundred soldiers at an hour’s notice
at any point of arrival or departure in or near the city.

‘housand members, under the South-
sastern Chapter of the American Red
ross, It is called “Feeding the Troops.”
The destination of the troops is, of
cogrse, left blank, although it is given
= the original statement,

“The first opportunity that Unit No.
% had of doing this [ennteen] work
xas September —, whon I was notified
n the early morning of that day thst
2200 men of the 3d Regiment were to
entrain at Lansdowne [a saburb of
Philsdelphia], but, due to the delay in
1 of ears, the men had been twelve
food. Mrs. Wagar-
pur chairman of the Lanasdowne
aranch, had one kundred women trained
this work. She called them into
wmtvice promptly, and gave every man
s warm meal. This, of course, was done
becagee she wan on the spot and su- |

hours without

Cemiph
. 414,

serintended the servies”
Forced To Be
[dle Six Days
Mrs. Drexel then goes on In her next)
siatement to deplore the fact that for
#ix days her organization bad a period |
of enfarced “From that date,,
I regret to say, until September — we
and ne opporiunity of continuing our
work, as the rallroads had not received
their official order from Washington to
give un information regarding the pass-
rg of troop trains. But at 6 o'clock om
rg of the —th we were notified
aver the telephone that at §:30 en the
morning of the next day 450 men would
mble at the North Philadelphia sts-
Camp -, having been
picked up on the earlier local traims
rarm Bristol and Chester,
[hess were drafted men. Auxiliary
4, West Philadeiphis, M. C. E

idleness,

ke ave

{for

fyres, chalrman, gave them sandwiches
ird taTes. Some of the men geemed o
" susly hungry, and finished
& bazes of food before we go'
through  distributing them. A few
itemed ton Romesick to eat, but we

sarned lster that the food was all
*3ten before they resched Camp

Flying Squadron
Went Past at Night
%4 ssme morning we recelved word
kst & movement of eight seetions of
’ fying w»quadron coming
We could get no 0+
regar he food aapply.
and desided to be ready with light re-
frexkments, At 4 o'clock in the after-
nuun the rsilrond notified us that the
“ight yections had passed through st 3
Mras, Willlam
othier was in charge of Main Line
Brageh Mo, ). The women immedistely
MUt e refreshments away on iee wnd

wen

lormation ir 1

v'rinek
[}

in the morning

torned their sitention to the next or

Wr that same iy over the wire,
“AL b o'eloek I the aftermoon wa
®ere Informad the! st 7130 the pext

Morning several offiosrs in charge <.'I
2 men fonm Plattsburg would pass!

help to another unit, which responded

from another point in the eity with
fifty of its members, bringing foond.
When the other ninety arrived, two
hours later, all, of course, were frd |

Feeds 2,200 Men
Of New York Infantry

| '‘Berlin or Bust.'

“Oin the same day, in arother part of
the eity, Urquhart Auxiliary No. 3, Mrs.
G. W. Urquhart, chairman, fed 2,200
of the 24 Infantry from Rochester,
N, Y., at North Philadelphia station en
rotuts for Camp ——, in the South. The |
train was four hours lste. The men
geemed delighted with the lunchboxes
given them, and many said: 'Ged bless
the Red Crosa women,' or ‘My siater is
a membar,’ or ‘My mother belongs, and
she'll do this for some other fellow.’

—

bound for a Southern camp, with hot
eoffes, two ham sandwiches each, be-
sides gpiving them cigarettes, matches
ré. One of the New Jer-
chalked all gwer with

The cherrs which the
Tt's ht,’

and new

scY CATS Wil

men gave, ‘Red Crozs

ecocld be heard’ for blacks.
seven women served at thi= point of de
parture.”

For two hours every morning

Drexel sits st the telephone in
vata office of her home, several mile

outside of the city, and re -
structions from the government and
railroad officials as to the movements

thy

of the troops which will pas h
or near the city. Then she pives her
chairmen the orders for the day. Mr,
and Mrs. Drexel have given up their
town house entirsly to the serviee for

.

Left to right—Mrs. Thomas Robins, secretary of the Emergency Aid of Pennsylvania:
Mrs. J. Willis Martin, vice-chairman.

“Ton the ofcers, who did not nead |
food, we gave tobaecco and cigareties.
All the men handed quantities of let-
ters and ponteards to the women to L
malled. The doy Mma. M. B
Coxe, chairman of Auxiliary Ro. 1
Philadelphia General, gave refreshments
to 5241 men of the New York infantry

Ly

at the B. & 0. rtation, Twenty-foorth
and Chestnut streets. A large backet
of ’,.l(’}l"‘ wJ given to cach car, and
eaeh man Tecr crd ehocolate, tohseco

wen] newspapers
rume fed 1,150

troopers from Bes Girt)

matches and #¢

“Later, the ausilinry

New Jerwey

the duration of the war Mr. Drexel

apparently Is as much interested in the
work as hia wife is, With deep ¢ nthu-
her varied activities
Two

sinam he spoke of
and her gift of organization
vonrs ago Mra, Drexel organized the
[ n’s Division for Na
Preparedness. Tn A vhur there

arolled. Last

Pennsylvania We

tional
11,000 members ©
the organization WAS merged

the Fenn

were
February
with the Red Cross
sylvania trnops wen
eanteen servies fed 24, MM
Eeptember 10 1L has given foad nnd L

bateo and newspapers to 16,00

When
s ta the horder the

Mrs. Drexel also =tarted the first elub

for enlisted men in Philadelphia, the
famous Ship and Tent Club, It
biggest gymnasium in the city and an

sverage attendance of 2,000 each week

has the

Dances are given and some form of un-
tertainment {or ths men «very night
The letters which Mrs. Dr xel re
cefves daily from sll paits of the coun-
try from wearer of the uniform would
if eomniled fill many ¥ al
day after the wa= will make a story of

ymes, and seme

inter haman interest. Brief quota
e m sxpress the sgentiment

of thousands of others,

Prominent Philadelphia women
Left to
right—Mrs, Gecrge H. Lorimer,
Mrs. Norman MecLeod, Mre.
George W. Pepper, Miss Nina
Lea, Mrs. Robert Griscom, Mrs.
Robins, Mrs. Benjamin Miller,
Mrs. Cornelius Stevenson, Mrs,
Bayard Henry, Mrs. Groome,
Mrs. Barclay Warburton, Mrs. J.
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Mrs. Cornelius
Stevenson, chair-
man of the French
War Relief Cem-
mittee of the
Emergency Aid of
Pennsylvania, who
was the first
woman in the U. S.
to be decorated by
the French gov-
ernment for her
work. She has
been for many
years the recog-
nized leader of
Philadelphia’s ex-
clusive social set
and foremost in
progressive move-
ments in the city
and state. She is
president of the
Acomn Club and a
former president
of the Civic Club.
She also finds time
to be literarv edi-
tor of “The Phila-
delphia Ledger.”

NEWIPAPER UN/ON
A practice football game by the 312th Infantry at Camp Dix, New Jersey, under the
d‘i;:i.-ction ‘%fc Lieutenant Colonel Wait C. Johnson. assistant chief of staff and division
athletic officer.,
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C:ove}nment’s Call for Aid

“haors” each week. Is worthy of many Mitchell residence, the home for so
sewspaper columne. Of the United Ser- | many years of the famous nerve spe-
ise Club, Commander Parne, who is in| cialist, who in the Iater years of his
charge, says: “When we opened iuls life bacame well known as « novelist.
lLousa we tied the front door key to a The reoms are filled with interesting
balloon and it was fost ia the clouds.”  relics and pictures. When the Belgian

commission visited this country ita

To the energy and resuvurcefulness as
well as kindly gracicusness of the eom-
ander 13 due largely tha tremendous

Poe)

sted men of the army and navy, so
Philade!phians wi'l tell you.

The Emergency Aid of Pennsylvania
s another powerful organization com-
nosad of women noted for their practi-
The chairman is Mrs.
A. J. Cassart. Of the viee-chairmen,
Mrs. J. Willls Martin, Mrs, Cornelius
Stovenson and Mrs, Edward T, Stotes-
bury are probably the best known in
connection with other lines of work.
Mrs. W. J. Clothier is chairman of the
ways and means committee. Mrs. John
C. Groome, of Home Relief for Monte-
nezrins, has the unique distinetion of
having & fund which £he cannot spend

¢al patriotism

LR,

Mrs, George W. C. Dresel is honored by the government with
information of trocp movements that her committees may be
ready to meet trains with refreshments for the soldiers en route.
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“lnst a humble word of
i ous cud of
ham
¢ in the City

ssnd througn

toucheqg our

for giv
sand-

of

{ the 062

an ona of the boys of

Aero Squadron, wish to express my

gcod work you

1de to wou ho

ng. May God help you to keep

on with thizs work."
“T'hanks many times for the refresh-
ments, May God hless your work. Love

to all.”
! Philadelphians Lead
|In All War Activities

i take many

page o teil ol

: tha women
ty vinhin . s its seor
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ary, whe is
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has never be

5.000

—about §2,000—because no one can
reach the hemmed in Montenegrins; no
one can find out what their condition

he

Rodman E. Griscom ia chairman

Mrs

of the enmmittee on surgical dressings, |

which has branches in Bordeacx, Paris,
Londen and Rome. The committes i3
in direet touch with the French hospi
tals and sends out 80,000 dressings a

Mrs. Pepper i3
chairman of the American Ambulance:®
Id E. Yarnall, entertainment;
Horace Lorimer, Arme-
Mra. Benjamin Miller, ¢hairman

Gaorge W.

Mra. Haro
Mr

nian;

Learge

of the only American committes in this
country for war relief in Italy; Mrs,
Robert Strawhridge, British-American;
Mrs. Thomas Elwyn, M Massonger
Zervice, which has done effactive work
for tha men of Camp Dix and Camp
, a1 well as these in the ecity;
Bayard Henry, chairman ol the
Relief snd Mrs.

iatar

Belgtan Committee,

Cornelius Stavenson, chairman of the'

Freneh War Relief Committee.
Tha headquarters of the Belgian
Committes are in the historic Weir

rity of the e'ab among the en-|

' members first called upon Mrs, Heney
| to pay their respects before making any
offcial calls, in recognition of her valu-
| nbls services to the Belgian cause, both
in our ewn country and abroad. Sha
has also been in personal correspon-
| denee with King Albert and the Queen,
who have repeated's expressed the'r
appreciation of her work, Perhaps the
most interesting letter which she rTe-
ceived, and which never before has been
published, !s one of several from
| Cardinal Mercier. It was dated Ma-
lines, May 6, 1917. The translation
from the French reads:

| “Dear Mademe:

“Many weeks ago, as soon as [
learned that you had been po kind
as to organize a fﬂmmill!l‘ to ¢come
to the 2id of the ever increasing
needs of our population, 1 hastened
te address you s token of my pro
found gratitude, but | learned to-day
that my letter did net weach you
until now. Tardily, but with all my
heart, T beg you to aceept the expres
sion of my gratitude. Our people,
who for three years suffer with a pa
tience which nothing can shake, whe,
under the odious rule of deporta
tions have preferred to suffer hun
ger, cold and exhaustion rather than
sign & ‘veluntary’ contract of work
for the enemy's bemefit, thess people
are worthy of the regard and the re-
spect of generous seuls.

“I understand, dear madame, that
the noble nation se enameured of
loyalty and liberty and to which you
have the honor te belong, holds fts
eyes fixed on eur suffering people.
« « + In tho homes where I have
the consolation of bringing your
help, fervent prayers go up to heaven
for our benefactors and particularly
for the dear Belgian Relief Commit-
tes of Philadelphia, which owes its
ex/stence and vitality te you.

“Mas | send, dear madame, this
very modest photograph as a tem
porary token of our very earmest
gratitude?

“D. J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
“Areh. de Malines ™

' Collects $600,000
' In Two Years

One of the meat effective organtza-
tlons for relisf abroad direct!y sus-
tained by American women here {s the
French War Relief, of which Mrs, Cor.
nelius -Stevenson is state chairman,

| It has nine sub-committees, ench one
| rafsing its own funds, In two yeara
26800,000 has been ralsed altogethe,
| Thres hundred hospitals have been
__he!ped. Mrs, Stevenson is the firse
| woman in the United States to be dec-
]orlted by the French gevernment for
| war work.

“Recently.,” said Mrs. Stevensorn,
 “owing te the unesrtainties caused by
(the Amerfcan Red Cross threstened
regulations eliminating voluntesr or
ganizations, tha French War Relief
| Committes has turned its attentien to
| the reconstruetion of a village, Ville
| quier-Aumont, in the neighborkood of
| Chaulney, one of the most completal:
ido'tro;'ad localities of the devastated
| zone. Mrs, J, Willard Rodgers, of this
| city, ia head of the commities on re
With Mrs. Rodgers I
France are Miss Richards, of Sa
Francisco; Misn Hayden, of Overbrook

a suburh of Philadeiphia); Mile-
Miel, daughter of the former rector of
the French church here. Miss Rick
ards and Miss Hayden went over ‘-
charge of the truck and Ford ear a¢

construction

drivers. Mile. Mial has charge of the
clerical work of the committee. Mis
Julianna Wood, who went over las®

spring, will soon join Mre. Rodgers in
Paris.

“Miss Ella Church, a trained nurse,
will enon sall with Miss Christine Bid
dls” tha continued, “to look afier the
women and children of Villequier
Aumonrt and to establish & temporary
dizpensary, with a view to helping the
returning women and children, who are
said ta be in s deplorably run-down
condition. Misa Church will be a grest
addition to the Philadelphia party. &b
renresanta & noble gift toward the re
construction of the village from Mr:
Grahame Wood, who has undertaken the
financing of that portion of the work
Miss Biddle, who goes with her, has
prepared herself for nursing under the
American Red Cross, and will be an
able assistant, eapecially on account of
her proficiency in the
. guage.

i Will Conduct Army

|Canteen in Flanders

1

| “A+ the request of the commanding
general In the army corps nearest the
l locality, the committee, in codperation
Iw-.!!-. the Young Men's Christian Asso
ciation, is also estadblishing & contees
| at the village, Mrs, George Biddle and
| Mrs. Donnell Swan, of Baltimore, are
now on their way to begin this work
Misa Ruby MeCormick, the Comtesse de
Sainte-Aldegonde, her daughter and her
{ niece, the young Duchesse d'17zes will
work with the Philadelphia party. Miss
Bewick, of Georgia, stepdsughter of
Colonel Donnelly, Artillery Corps,
11, 8, A, will join these workers. She
in an sxpert chauffeur,
“This is but an outline of the work
that has been done thus far,” added
Mrs. Stavenson. “I have not gone into
the details of the stores of agricult-
 ural implements, snimals-—cows, pigs.
chickens—elothing, and, in fact, sun-
plies of all kinds that have heen col-
lected for the work here in America.
Mrs, William Supplee has given the
money to build and reéstabiish the vil
Iage school, as a memorial to Ler sis-
| ter-in-law, Mrs. Gertrude Longstreth.
Severa! other kinds of work are being
undertaken, and when the war is over
it will ks found that the women of this
city have done thelr share of war rer
viee and have not heen found wanting
st any time orf in any place, either in
this rountry ar ahroad.”™
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